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was they themselves and the members of the secret Court
Martial who were really on their trial at the bar of public
opinion.

It was in this sense that Olemenceau closed his memorable
defence. He declared against the forger of the bordereau, the
Prussian spy, Esterhazy, who was sheltered and honoured by
the chiefs of the French Army. " Yes, it is we," he cried, amid
derisive shouts and howls in court, "it is we who are the
defenders of the army, when we call upon you to drive Esterhazy
out of it. The conscious or unconscious enemies of the army
are those who propose to cashier Picquart and retain Esterhazy.
Gentlemen of the jury, a general has come here to talk to you
about your children. Tell me now which of them would like
to find himself in Esterhazy's battalion ? Tell me, would you
hand over your sons to this officer to lead against the enemy ?
The very question is enough. Who does not know the answer
before it is given ?

" Gentlemen of the jury, I have done. We have passed
through terrible experiences in this century. We have known
glory and disaster in every form, we are even at this moment
face to face with the unknown. Pears and hopes encompass
us around. Grasp the opportunity as we ourselves have grasped
it. Be masters of your own destinies. A people sitting in
judgment on itself is a noble thing. A stirring scene also is a
people deciding on its own future. Your task, gentlemen of
the jury, is to pronounce a verdict less upon us than upon
yourselves. We are appearing before you. You will appear
before history."
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